v, 


FARNHAM  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 
SURVEYOR, 

and 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR, 

For  the  Year  ended  December  31st,  1925. 


The  District  during  the  years  1921-1922-1923  and  up  to  1st 
October,  1924,  consisted  of  the  Town  of  Farnham,  in  a valley 
lying  nearly  east  and  west,  with  the  River  Wey  passing  through 
it,  the  land  on  the  south  side  being  mostly  built  over,  and  on 
the  north  side  lies  the  Village  of  Hale,  where  numbers  of  new 
houses  are  being  built  and  the  population  considerably  increas- 
ing, so  that  it  almost  joins  on  to  the  Town.  The  Village  of 
Badshot  Lea  is  also  included.  Since  1st  October,  1924,  a 
considerable  area  which  did  belong  to  the  Rural  District  of 
Farnham,  and  included  the  Villages  of  Dippenhall,  Rowledge, 
Wrecclesham,  part  of  The  Bourne,  Waverley  and  Runfold,  has 
been  added  to  this  District.  It  is  mostly  residential,  including 
the  new  area,  and  there  is  no  particular  occupation  to  influence 
public  health. 

Water  Supply. 

The  District  is  provided  with  a plentiful  water  supply  and 
of  good  quality  from  the  mains  of  the  Council’s  Water  Under- 
taking, and  of  the  Wey  Valley  Water  Company.  There  are  no 
local  wells  supplying  domestic  drinking  water  in  the  Town 
Ward.  At  Hale,  The  Bourne  and  Boundstone  there  are  a few 
veils,  but  these  are  kept  under  observation,  arid  if  found  pol- 
luted are  closed.  One  well  was  closed  during  the  year  after  ap- 
plication to  the  Justices,  and  in  one  case,  a stream,  the  water 
of  which  was  used  for  drinking  by  one  household,  was  found 
to  be  polluted,  and  water  was  laid  on  to  the  house.  The  water 
supply  during  the  last  five  years  has  been  very  largely  im- 
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proved  : the  number  of  houses  only  supplied  with  wells  on 
their  own  premises,  or  not  supplied  at  all  except  from  public 
wells,  has  been  largely  decreased,  and  the  process  of  improving 
the  supply  is  being  carried  on  year  by  year. 


Elementary  Schools. 

I have  visited  these  Schools  at  intervals  during  the  year  to 
inspect  their  sanitary  conditions,  and  have  also  paid  a good 
many  special  visits  on  account  of  Infectious  Diseases,  and  two 
Schools  were  closed  during  the  year  to  prevent  the  spread  of 
Infectious  Diseases.  A good  many  Infectious  Diseases  were 
prevalent  in  epidemic  form  and  affected  the  School  attendance 
considerably.  The  water  closets  and  trough  closets  have  been 
inspected  periodically  during  the  year.  The  w.c.’s  have  been 
mostly  in  good  order,  and  the  trough  closets  are  mostly  clean, 
but  none  of  these  has  been  replaced  by  w.c.’s,  and  the  result 
is  that  the  conditions  are  not  nearly  so  clean  as  they  should 
be.  In  The  Bourne  and  Wrecclesham  Schools,  as  the  drainage 
scheme  which  is  being  carried  out  in  the  Outer  Ward  is  not 
yet  completed,  they  have  to  depend  on  pail  closets,  and  the 
contents  are  thrown  into  cesspits.  It  is  hoped  that  this  drain- 
age scheme  will  be  completed  during  the  present  year.  I have 
sent  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Schools  for  1925  to  the  M.O.H. 
for  Surrey. 


Infectious  Diseases. 

There  has  been  no  case  of  Smallpox  during  the  last  five 
years,  but  from  what  I am  told  a considerable  number  of  the 
newly-born  babies  are  not  vaccinated.  There  were  26  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever  in  the  District,  and,  in  addition,  a small  epidemic 
of  seven  cases  in  the  Guardians’  Institution  in  December. 
These  were  all  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  and  all  re- 
covered. The  cause  of  this  outbreak  was  not  discovered. 

There  were  eight  cases  of  Diphtheria,  all  of  which  were 
removed  and  all  recovered. 

One  case  of  Enteric  Fever  (Paratyphoid  B.)  occurred  in  the 
Town.  The  case  was  not  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital 
owing  to  the  mother’s  objection;  the  patient  was  isolated  at 
home  satisfactorily  and  recovered. 

One  case  of  Pneumonia  was  notified  in  the  Guardians’  In- 
stitution. 

One  case  of  Encephalitis  Lethargica  occurred  in  a man  of 
69,  but  it  was  not  notified  to  me  till  after  his  death. 

One  case  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  occurred  in  an  infant 
of  two  weeks  old,  but  was  not  a severe  case. 

One  case  of  Facial  Erysipelas  in  a woman  of  54.  Her 
house  was  in  a very  bad  condition,  and  a notice  was  sent  to 
the  landlord  to  remedy  the  defects. 

I have  been  notified  of  1C>  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
and  one  of  Non-Pulmonary  in  the  District,  and  three  Pulmonary 
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in  the  Guardians’  Institution,  and  have  heard  of  several  cases 
which  have  not  been  notified  to  me. 

The  following  is  a statistical  summary  of  the  Infectious 
Diseases  notified  in  the  District,  including  those  in  the  Guar- 
dians’ Institution,  for  1925  and  four  previous  years  :• — 


Cases  Cases 

admitted 

Disease. 

notified,  to 

Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever 

...  34 

34 

0 

Diphtheria 

...  9 

8 

1 

Enteric  Fever  (Paratyphoid 

B.)  1 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

...  0 

0 

0 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  ... 

...  1 

0 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

...  1 

0 

0 

1924 

Cases  Cases 

admitted 

Disease. 

notified,  to 

Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever 

...  16 

15 

2 

Diphtheria 

...  11 

11 

0 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

...  4 

0 

0 

Enteric  Fever 

...  0 

0 

0 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

...  0* 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Fever 

...  0 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

...  3 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

...  1 

0 

0 

1923. 

Disease. 

Cases  Cases  admitted 
notified,  to  Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever 

...  20 

20 

0 

Diphtheria 

...  15 

15 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

...  1 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

...  11 

0 

0 

Enteric  Fever 

...  1 

1 

0’ 

Erysipelas 

...  1 

1 

0 

1922. 

Cases  Cases 

admitted 

Disease. 

notified,  to 

Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever 

...  23 

23 

1 

Diphtheria 

...  9 

8 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

...  3 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

...  7 

0 

2 

Erysipelas 

...  1 

0 

0 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

...  1 

1 

1 

proved  : the  number  of  houses  only  supplied  with  wells  on 
their  own  premises,  or  not  supplied  at  all  except  from  public 
wells,  has  been  largely  decreased,  and  the  process  of  improving 
the  supply  is  being  carried  on  year  by  year. 


Elementary  Schools. 

I have  visited  these  Schools  at  intervals  during  the  year  to 
inspect  their  sanitary  conditions,  and  have  also  paid  a good 
many  special  visits  on  account  of  Infectious  Diseases,  and  two 
Schools  were  closed  during  the  year  to  prevent  the  spread  of 
Infectious  Diseases.  A good  many  Infectious  Diseases  were 
prevalent  in  epidemic  form  and  affected  the  School  attendance 
considerably.  The  water  closets  and  trough  closets  have  been 
inspected  periodically  during  the  year.  The  w.c.’s  have  been 
mostly  in  good  order,  and  the  trough  closets  are  mostly  clean, 
but  none  of  these  has  been  replaced  by  w.c.’s,  and  the  result 
is  that  the  conditions  are  not  nearly  so  clean  as  they  should 
be.  In  The  Bourne  and  Wrecclesham  Schools,  as  the  drainage 
scheme  which  is  being  carried  out  in  the  Outer  Ward  is  not 
yet  completed,  they  have  to  depend  on  pail  closets,  and  the 
contents  are  thrown  into  cesspits.  It  is  hoped  that  this  drain- 
age scheme  will  be  completed  during  the  present  year.  I have 
sent  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Schools  for  1925  to  the  M.O.H. 
for  Surrey. 


Infectious  Diseases. 

There  has  been  no  case  of  Smallpox  during  the  last  five 
years,  but  from  what  I am  told  a considerable  number  of  the 
newly-born  babies  are  not  vaccinated.  There  were  26  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever  in  the  District,  and,  in  addition,  a small  epidemic 
of  seven  cases  in  the  Guardians’  Institution  in  December. 
These  were  all  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  and  all  re- 
covered. The  cause  of  this  outbreak  was  not  discovered. 

There  were  eight  cases  of  Diphtheria,  all  of  which  were 
removed  and  all  recovered. 

One  case  of  Enteric  Fever  (Paratyphoid  B.)  occurred  in  the 
Town.  The  case  was  not  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital 
owing  to  the  mother’s  objection;  the  patient  was  isolated  at 
home  satisfactorily  and  recovered. 

One  case  of  Pneumonia  was  notified  in  the  Guardians’  In- 
stitution. 

One  case  of  Encephalitis  Lethargica  occurred  in  a man  of 
69,  but  it  was  not  notified  to  me  till  after  his  death. 

One  case  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  occurred  in  an  infant 
of  two  weeks  old,  but  was  not  a severe  case. 

One  case  of  Facial  Erysipelas  in  a woman  of  54.  Her 
house  was  in  a very  bad  condition,  and  a notice  was  sent  to 
the  landlord  to  remedy  the  defects. 

I have  been  notified  of  10  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
and  one  of  Non-Pulmonary  in  the  District,  and  three  Pulmonary 
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in  the  Guardians’  Institution,  and  have  heard  of  several  cases 
which  have  not  been  notified  to  me. 

The  following  is  a statistical  summary  of  the  Infectious 
Diseases  notified  in  the  District,  including  those  in  the  Guar- 
dians’ Institution,  for  1925  and  four  previous  years  : — 


Cases  Cases 

admitted 

Disease. 

notified,  to 

Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever 

...  34 

34 

0 

Diphtheria 

...  9 

8 

1 

Enteric  Fever  (Paratyphoid 

B.)  1 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

...  0 

0 

0 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  ... 

...  1 

0 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

...  1 

0 

0 

1924 

Cases  Cases 

admitted 

Disease. 

notified,  to 

Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever 

...  16 

15 

2 

Diphtheria 

...  11 

11 

0 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

...  4 

0 

0 

Enteric  Fever 

...  0 

0 

0 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

...  0' 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Fever 

...  0 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

...  3 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

...  1 

0 

0 

1923. 

Cases  Cases 

admitted 

Disease. 

notified,  to 

Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever 

...  20 

20 

0 

Diphtheria 

...  15 

15 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

...  1 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

...  11 

0 

0 

Enteric  Fever 

...  1 

1 

O' 

Erysipelas 

...  1 

1 

0 

1922. 

Cases  Cases 

admitted 

Disease. 

notified,  to 

Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever 

...  23 

23 

1 

Diphtheria 

...  9 

8 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

...  3 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

...  7 

0 

2 

Erysipelas 

...  1 

0 

0 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

...  1 

1 

1 

1921. 


Disease. 

Cases  Cases 
notified,  to 

admitted 

Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever 

• • • 

...  27 

26 

1 

Diphtheria 

• . • 

...  8 

7 

0 

Puerperal  Fever 

... 

...  1 

0 

0 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

...  1 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

...  6 

0 

2 

1925. — Cases  in  Age  Groups,  including  Guardians’  Institution. 


Scarlet  Fever  ... 
Diphtheria 
Enteric  Fever  ... 
Encephalitis  Lethargica 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Erysipelas 
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1 

1 

1 

1925. — Tuberculosis. 


Age  Periods.  | 

New  Cases. 

1 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary.  I 

Non-Pulmonary. 

M 1 

F 

M 

F 1 

M 

F I 

M 

F 

Under  1 

1—  5 

1 

5—10 

10—15  ... 

1 

15—20  ... 

20—25  ... 

1 

1 

1 

25—35 

2 

1 

1 

35—45  ... 

3 

2 

45—55 

1 

1 1 

Over  55 

i 

1 

1 

1 

Birth  and  Death  Rate. 

The  Births  have  been  302,  of  which  16  were  illegitimate, 
which  gives  a rate  of  18.01  per  1,000  of  population,  and  com- 
pares with  18.3  of  England  and  Wales. 

The  deaths  have  been  206,  which  gives  a rate  of  12.35, 
which  is  slightly  lower  than  last  year,  and  compares  with 
12.2  of  England  and  Wales. 

The  Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  old  were  14,  which 
gives  a rate  of  0.84  per  1,000  of  population,  and  46  per  1,000 
births. 

The  following  table  gives  the  rates  of  Births  and  Deaths 
(not  including  those  in  the  Guardians’  Institution  which  do  not 
belong  to  Farnham  U.D.C.)  for  the  present  year  and  nine  pre- 
ceding ones  : — 
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Birth  and  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  Population. 


Year 

Deaths 

Tubercular 

Diseases 

Zymotic  Diseases 
(including  influenza) 

Under 
i year 

Births. 

1925 

12.3 

1.02 

0.54 

0.84 

18.01 

1924 

12.7 

0 98 

0.80 

0.62 

15.4 

1923 

10.7 

0.82 

0.41 

0.74 

16.75 

1922 

12.99 

0.99 

0.99 

1.77 

19.4 

1921 

11.04 

0.99 

0.49 

0.9 

17.3 

1920 

11.12 

0.73 

0.24 

0.97 

23.33 

1919 

13  83 

0.73 

1.54 

l.$4 

14.9 

1918 

13.24 

1.47 

1.56 

0.25 

14.93 

1917 

16.35 

1.18 

1.26 

2.26 

15.98 

1916 

14.6 

0.97 

0.97 

1.6 

27.6 

The  Isolation  Hospital. 

This  has  been  carried  on  most  satisfactorily  for  the  last 
five  years.  All  the  notified  cases  of  Scarlatina  were  removed  to 
it,  and  eight  of  the  nine  cases  of  Diphtheria,  and  all  recovered. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

This  work  has  been  carried  on  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Ladies’  Advisory  Committee,  and  Centres  have  been  held  as 
follows  : — 

Up  to  1st  October,  1925. 

1.  Every  Thursday  at  “Brightwell,”  East  Street. 

2.  The  1st  and  3rd  Friday  in  every  month  at  Hale. 

3.  The  2nd  and  4th  Friday  in  every  month  at  Badshot  Lea, 

And  the  arrangements  now  are,  including  the  area  added 

to  the  Urban  District  on  October  1st,  1925  : — 

Every  Tuesday  and  Thursday  at  Farnham. 

1st  and  3rd  Fridays  in  each  month  at  Hale. 

2nd  and  4th  Fridays  in  each  month  at  Badshot  Lea. 

1st  and  3rd  Wednesdays  in  each  month  at  The  Bourne. 

1st  and  3rd  Mondays  in  each  month  at  Rowledge. 

2nd  and  4th  Mondays  in  each  month  at  Wrecclesham. 

I have  not  had  the  statistics  for  the  year  1925,  but  the 
following  table  for  the  four  preceding  years  will  show  that 
there  has  been  a good  attendance  of  babies  at  each  Centre, 
greatly  due  to  the  domiciliary  visiting  of  the  Health  Visitors, 
who  have  taken  a great  interest  in  the  work  : — 


Average  Attendance  at  each  Meeting  during 

1924.  1923.  1922. 

the  Year. 

1921. 

Farnham 

44 

38 

40 

40 

Hale 

16 

26 

11 

13 

Badshot  Lea 

17 

12 

10 

7 

Health  Week. 

The  Clergy  in  the  District  were  asked  to  draw  special  atten- 
tion, on  Sunday,  October  4th,  to  the  Health  Week,  beginning 
on  that  day,  in  their  Churches,  and  I have  reason  to  believe 
that  this  was  done. 
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Monday,  October  5th. — A film  called  “Where  flies  go”  was 
produced  at  the  Picture  Palace,  and  Miss  Cancellor  came  and 
explained  the  pictures.  It  was  to  make  the  school  children 
understand  how  important  it  is  to  keep  the  flies  out  of  the 
houses.  This  year  there  were  a selection  of  the  older  children 
from  the  eight  Elementary  Schools  in  the  District,  the  Boys* 
Grammar  School,  the  Girls’  Grammar  School,  and  Mrs.  Stroud’s 
School.  The  Picture  Palace  can  only  accommodate  620  children, 
and  these  seats  were  divided  among  the  various  schools,  accord- 
ing to  the  number  of  their  older  children,  and  owing  to  the  in- 
clusion of  the  two  extra  schools  in  the  Outer  Ward  of  Farnham 
Urban  District'  there  was  not  room  for  nearly  all  the  children 
who  might  have  come.  I spoke  to  several  of  the  Masters  and 
Mistresses  as  to  what  they  thought  of  the  film  and  the  address, 
and  they  all  agreed  that  it  was  enjoyed  by  the  children,  and 
would  probably  be  useful  from  an  educational  point  of  view. 
The  Headmaster  of  the  Boys’  Grammar  School  would  have  liked 
to  take  all  his  boys  instead  of  only  one-third,  which  was  the 
number  allotted  to  him,  and  he  made  the  suggestion  that  next 
year  we  should  have  the  film  on  two  days  instead  of  only  one. 

Thursday,  October  8th. — A Public  Meeting  was  held  in  the 
Institute  Hall,  at  which  Mrs.  Colman  and  Dr.  Hobbs  gave  very 
interesting  addresses  on  Public  Health,  at  which  about  90  per- 
sons were  present. 

On  Tuesday,  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  October  6th,  7th 
and  8th,  Dr.  Edith  Pellatt  most  kindly  gave  short  addresses  to 
the  workmen  and  women  at  nine  of  the  principal  firms  in  the 
District  by  the  kind  permission  of  their  employers.  In  all  about 
159  men  and  70  women  were  present  at  these  addresses.  They 
all  appeared  to  be  really  interested,  and  the  employers  thought 
it  was  well  worth  doing. 

A Health  Week  has  been  held  during  the  five  years  under 
survey. 

An  open  meeting  has  been  held  every  year,  which  has  been 
addressed  by  a lady  and  gentleman  doctor. 

In  1922  a special  campaign  was  organised  by  the  National 
Council  for  Combating  Venereal  Diseases  in  the  District,  and 
carried  out  by  speakers  from  the  Society,  and  took  the  place  of 
the  ordinary  Health  Week.  In  some  years  special  addresses 
have  been  given  to  mothers  in  connection  with  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Movement.  In  1920',  1921  and  1922  the 
Doctors  resident  in  the  Urban  District  went  round  to  the  various 
Schools  and  gave  addresses  to  the  older  children  on  health 
subjects,  and  in  1923  and  1924,  by  the  permission  of  the 
Manager  of  the  Picture  Palace,  films,  with  addresses,  were  given 
for  children,  which  were  most  successful,  and  in  1923,  1924 

and  1925  Dr.  Edith  Pellatt  gave  addresses  to  the  workpeople 
in  the  employ  of  several  of  the  principal  firms  to  the  number 
of  about  200. 
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Venereal  Disease. 

In  1918  I was  assisted  by  a lady  resident  in  the  Town  in 
carrying  out  a system  of  discovering  and  getting  treatment  for 
women  suffering  from  Venereal  Disease,  but  she  was  only  able 
to  carry  on  this  work  for  a very  short  time,  so  I consulted  the 
Chairman  of  the  N.C.C.V.D.  He  sent  down  some  speakers  to  a 
Public  Meeting.  They  made  explanatory  speeches  and  advised 
the  formation  of  a Special  Committee  to  start  propaganda  work 
in  the  District.  A Committee  was  formed,  with  the  Chairman 
of  the  Council  as  its  Chairman,  and  a set  of  three  Lectures  were 
given  by  speakers  sent  down  by  the  N.C.C.V.D.,  but  the  Com- 
mittee did  not  take  any  further  steps. 

In  1921  I was  sent  up  as  one  of  the  Council’s  delegates  to 
attend  a Conference  at  the  Guildhall,  Westminster,  called  by  the 
Surrey  Branch  of  the  N.C.C.V.D.  It  was  a very  interesting 
Conference,  but  the  Local  Committee  did  not  take  any  further 
action. 

In  1922  the  Surrey  Branch  of  the  N.C.C.V.D.  wrote  to  in- 
form the  Urban  District  Council  that  they  were  proposing  to  hold 
an  intensive  campaign  concerning  Venereal  Disease  in  Farnham. 
The  Council  agreed  that  this  should  be  undertaken  during  the 
week  in  October,  in  which  it  had  been  arranged  to  organise  a 
Health  Week. 

Miss  Cancellor  and  Mr.  Partington  came  down  beforehand 
and  made  elaborate  arrangements  for  the  campaign,  the  result 
of  which  was  that  Miss  Cancellor  gave  addresses  to  women  at 
the  Congregational  Church  Room,  to  Nurses  at  the  Guardians’ 
Institution,  to  members  of  the  Mothers’  Union  and  Mothers’ 
Meeting,  to  members  of  the  Women’s  Co-operative  Guild,  and  to 
men  at  the  British  Legion.  Mr.  Partington  gave  addresses  to 
the  workmen  of  six  different  firms  in  the  Town,  to  the 
boys  of  the  Hartley  Wintney  District  Schools,  and  to  the  Boy 
Scouts. 

An  Open  Meeting  was  held,  at  which  Dr.  Otto  May  and 
Dr.  Mary  Douie  spoke  to  men  and  women  on  the  prevention  of 
Venereal  Disease.  The  Picture  Palace  was  used  for  a free  film 
on  health  subjects  for  men  and  women,  and  another  one  for 
children  only.  In  addition  to  this,  the  Doctors  in  the  Town 
gave  addresses  to  the  older  children  in  fi?e  of  the  Elementary 
Schools,  one  Private  School,  and  the  two  Grammar  Schools; 
the  total  result  was  that  the  subject  was  brought  before  about 
461  adults  and  600  children. 

In  1923  the  campaign  of  the  N.C.C.V.D.  was  continued  in 
Badshot  Lea  and  Hale  by  Miss  Cancellor,  as  it  had  not  been 
possible  to  include  them  in  the  campaign  in  the  Town  Ward 
in  1922.  Miss  Cancellor  addressed  a Women’s  Meeting  at  Bad- 
shot  Lea,  and  also  one  at  Hale,  at  each  of  which  about  70  women 
attended.  Colonel  Ellis  showed  at  Hale  School  a film  and  ad- 
dressed two  meetings,  one  for  children  in  the  afternoon,  at 
which  about  300  children  attended,  and  one  for  adults,  at 
which  about  100  were  present. 


Inspection  of  Factories  and  Workshops. 


During  the 
24 
30 
19 
7 
5 
1 
3 
39 


year  I inspected  : — 

Factories. 

Workshops. 

Bakeries. 

Slaughter-houses. 

Laundries. 

Lodging  House. 

Premises  of  Outworkers. 

Cowsheds,  Premises  of  Wholesale  Purveyors  and 
Retail  Purveyors  of  Milk. 


Of  the  24  Factories,  18  were  in  good  order;  of  the  remain- 
ing 6,  the  lavatory  accommodation  was  not  sufficient,  or  not 
clean.  Notices,  either  written  or  verbal,  were  given,  and  have 
been  complied  with. 

Of  the  30  Workshops,  19  were  in  good  order;  of  the  remain- 
ing 11,  the  lavatory  accommodation  was  not  sufficient  or  not 
clean.  Notices,  either  written  or  verbal,  were  given,  and  were 
complied  with  except  in  3 cases. 

Of  the  19  Bakeries,  15  were  in  good  order,  and  the  defects 
in  the  other  4,  mostly  due  to  their  not  being  kept  sufficiently 
clean,  were  put  right. 

Of  the  7 Slaughter-houses,  5 were  in  quite  good  order,  and 
the  remaining  2 were  fair. 

Three  of  the  5 Laundries  were  in  quite  good  order,  and  the 
2 remaining  were  fair. 

The  1 Lodging  House  is  in  quite  good  order. 

Of  the  3 Outworkers’  Premises,  2 were  in  good  order,  and 
the  one  which  was  in  bad  repair  has  been  improved. 

Of  the  39  Cowsheds,  20  were  in  quite  good  order.  In  the 
remainder,  sufficient  care  is  not  taken  to  keep  them  clean  and 
well  lighted  and  ventilated,  and  the  dung  heap  is  too  near  the 
cowsheds.  In  one  of  these  cases  the  conditions  are  very 
bad  indeed.  There  is  a large  central  dung  heap  and 
4 cowsheds  containing  29  cows  all  adjoining  this  dung  heap;  they 
all  have  floors  which  are  made  of  cobblestones,  and  are  not  clean, 
and  it  would  seem  that  it  is  practically  impossible  to  keep  them 
clean.  They  are  not  sufficiently  lighted.  The  dairy  is  in  the 
house,  is  very  small,  and  in  bad  repair,  so  that  I consider  that 
the  milk  is  being  produced  under  very  bad  conditions  and  not 
in  accordance  with  the  Regulations  of  the  U.D.C. 


There  is  no  Institutional  Provision  for  Unmarried  Mothers, 
Illegitimate  Infants  and  Homeless  Children,  except  the  Guar- 
dians’ Institution. 

There  is  an  Ambulance  for  removal  of  Infectious  Cases. 

The  Public  Health  Officers  are  : Mr.  S.  G.  Sloman,  Mr. 
R.  M.  Sargent,  and  Nurses  Laws,  Tansell  and  Sanders. 

No  employment  of  Midwives. 
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Engineer  and  Surveyor's  Report. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

During  the  past  five  years  considerable  improvements  have 
been  made  both  in  the  method  of  sewage  purification  and  the 
prevention  of  surcharging  of  Town  sewers. 

Prior  to  1920  the  Town  sewage  was  treated  upon  land,  but 
during  1920/21  two  new  settling  tanks  of  circular  conical  form, 
with  hydraulic  sludging/  were  constructed,  also  four  rotary  per- 
colating filters,  for  primary  filtration  of  tank  effluent.  Two 
paved  and  drained  sludge  beds  were  also  added. 

Additional  distributing  pipes  and  channels  were  also  provided 
upon  the  Sewage  Farm. 

During  the  same  period  (1920/21)  two  similar  settling  tanks 
and  percolating  filters  and  sludge  beds  were  constructed  for  the 
disposal  of  sewage  from  the  Hale  Ward  of  the  District. 

During  1925  an  additional  settling  tank  and  four  additional 
percolating  filters  have  been  added  to  deal  with  the  Town  and 
part  of  the  newly-added  area. 

In  order  to  complete  the  system  of  sewage  disposal  for  the 
Town  and  recently-added  areas,  two  further  settling  tanks  and 
four  larger  percolating  filters  will  be  provided.  It  is  proposed  to 
complete  the  scheme  during  1926. 

With  regard  to  actual  sewerage,  in  1920-21  the  villages  of 
Weybourne  and  Badshot  Lea  were  provided  with  new  sewers, 
and  as  far  as  practicable  the  conservancy  system  converted  to 
the  water  carriage  system  of  disposal. 

Owing  to  the  increased  flow  of  sewage  in  the  Town  sewers 
since  its  inception  in  1887,  the  main  outfall  sewers  have  been 
badly  surcharged  during  the  greater  part  of  the  day,  and  in 
order  to  obviate  this  an  intercepting  sewer  has  been  laid  on 
the  south  side  of  the  Town,  which  will  pick  up  all  tributary 
sewers,  and  thereby  greatly  relieve  the  Town  main  outfall  sewers. 

Contracts  are  now  in  hand  for  the  sewerage  of  the  recently 
added  area  (namely,  the  villages  of  The  Bourne,  Wrecclesham 
and  Rowledge). 

Sewers  are  regularly  flushed  by  means  of  flushing  vans,  and 
apart  from  a few  minor  blockages,  have  given  very  little  trouble 
during  the  period  covered  by  this  report. 

The  house  refuse  has  been  collected  weekly  over  the  whole 
of  the  Urban  District,  with  the  exception  of  certain  houses 
situated  at  a greater  distance  than  50  yards  from  the  highway. 
In  the  outlying  districts  a monthly  collection  is  made. 

The  collected  refuse  is  delivered  at  the  Sewage  Works, 
Water  Lane,  or  the  Pumping  Station,  Guildford  Road,  where  it 
is  used  as  a filtrant  for  sewage  sludge,  and  when  reasonably 
dry  disposed  of  on  land.  This  method  has  been  in  use  here  for 
many  years  past,  and  has  proved  very  economical  and  success- 
ful. 
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Highway  Sanitation. 

During  the  period  covered  by  this  report,  all  Class  I.  and  II. 
Roads  have  been  considerably  improved  by  re-surfacing  with 
bituminous  macadam,  and  considerable  use  has  been  made  of 
bituminous  flints  (using  local  stone)  for  re-surfacing  district 
roads. 

The  work  of  surface  dressing  with  tar  and  bitumen  has  been 
extended  from  year  to  year,  and  it  is  proposed  in  the  near 
future  that  all  roads,  with  the  exception  of  a few  very  minor 
highways,  will  be  treated  in  this  manner. 

The  highways  are  frequently  and  systematically  scavenged 
by  lengthmen  provided  with  street  orderly  trucks. 


The  Sanitary  Inspector's  Report. 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  1925.  Regular  and 
systematic  house-to-house  inspection  of  the  District  has  been 
carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  Dis- 
trict) Regulations,  1910.  As  the  result  of  these  inspections,  216 
sanitary  notices  were  served  and  complied  with.  Of  these,  20 
were  statutory  and  196  informal  notices.  Legal  proceedings 
were  necessary  in  two  cases  before  the  requirements  of  the 
Council  received  attention. 

During  the  year  a thorough  inspection  was  made  of  1,270 
cottages.  A cottage  to  be  fit  for  human  habitation  should  be  : 

1.  Free  from  serious  dampness. 

2.  Satisfactorily  lighted  and  ventilated. 

3.  Properly  drained  and  provided  with  adequate  satisfac- 

tory conveniences  and  with  a sink  and  suitable  ar- 
rangements for  disposing  of  waste  water. 

4.  In  good  general  repair,  and  should  have  : 

5.  A satisfactory  water  supply; 

6.  Adequate  washing  accommodation; 

7.  Adequate  facilities  for  preparing  and  cooking  food;  and 

8.  A well-ventilated  store  for  food. 

A great  many  of  the  cottages  within  the  Council’s  District 
are  old,  and  hardly  fulfil  this  high  standard  of  fitness.  Every 
effort  has  been  made,  however,  to  cause  the  owners  of  property 
to  comply  as  far  as  possible  with  these  very  necessary  require- 
ments. 

Following  the  satisfactory  completion  of  the  Hale  main 
drainage  scheme,  there  remain  only  30  cottages  within  reach  of 
the  sewer,  the  owners  of  which  have  not  yet  made  the  neces- 
sary connections.  The  Council  have  served  30  statutory  notices 
under  Sections  36  and  23  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  calling 
upon  these  owners  to  provide  sufficient  sanitary  accommodation 
with  covered  drains  emptying  into  the  sewer.  It  is  hoped  that 
all  outstanding  cases  will  be  completed  during  the  year.  At 
Nos.  1 — 17,  Pharo’s  Row,  Upper  Hale,  where,  owing  to  the 
want  of  proper  sanitary  conveniences,  conditions  had  become 
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extremely  bad,  the  Council  have  had  to  put  into  force  their 
powers,  and  have  themselves  commenced  under  a contract 
amounting  to  £325  the  erection  of  17  separate  brick-built  w.c.’s, 
together  with  an  effectual  system  of  drainage  emptying  into  the 
sewer;  the  cost  will  be  recoverable  from  the  owners  or  from  the 
rents  of  the  properties. 

During  the  year  157  systems  of  drainage  were  inspected 
and  tested  at  83  newly-erected  and  74  old  dwelling  houses.  All 
drains  are,  except  where  the  soil  is  good,  required  to  be  laid 
on  a bed  of  concrete  at  least  4 ins.  in  thickness,  laid  with  a fall 
of  2J  ins.  in  10  ft.,  carefully  wiped  inside,  and  finally  subjected 
to  the  hydraulic  test. 

A general  survey  of  all  sanitary  fittings  and  drainage  is 
made  in  all  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever,  and  notices 
served  to  remedy  any  defects  found. 

Extensive  main  drainage  operations  are  being  carried  out 
in  the  districts  of  The  Bourne,  Wrecclesham,  Shortheath,  Bound- 
stone  and  Rowledge,  in  connection  with  which  sanction  has  been 
received  from  the  Ministry  for  expenditure  thereon  to  amount  to 
£76,000. 

The  Council  are  therefore  proceeding  on  a definite  policy, 
with  a view  to  the  ultimate  abolition  of  insanitary  types  of 
sanitary  accommodation  by  the  conversion  to  the  water-carriage 
system  of  the  existing  e.c.’s. 

Housing. — There  is  still  a big  demand  for  the  cheaply  rented 
house  in  the  District.  The  type  of  cottage  which  can  be  let  for 
ten  or  twelve  shillings  a week  is  not  yet  being  built  by  private 
enterprise,  and  it  still  remains  for  the  Council  to  provide  for  the 
needs  of  the  working  classes.  The  total  number  of  Workmen’s 
Dwellings  now  belonging  to  the  Council  is  185. 

There  has  been  no  important  changes  in  population  during 
the  period  under  review,  nor  is  there  any  anticipated  in  the 
future. 

Overcroivding. — It  is  only  after  house-to-house  inspection 
of  the  District  and  seeing  the  list  of  applications  for  better 
accommodation,  that  one  appreciates  to  what  extent  some  of 
the  cottages  in  the  District  are  overcrowded.  During  the  year 
15  cases  wTere  dealt  with  by  written  notice  and  complied  with, 
whilst  in  25  other  cases  steps  were  taken  after  verbal  notice  had 
been  given  to  the  responsible  occupier  to  find  other  sleeping 
accommodation  for  some  members  of  the  family.  The  Coun- 
cil, through  their  Tenants  Selection  Committee,  have  given 
first  consideration  to  applicants  living  in  overcrowded  cottages, 
and  the  30  houses  now  nearing  completion  at  Firgrove  Hill  are 
being  occupied  by  persons  who  have  either  received  Court  eject- 
ment orders  or  who  are  living  in  undesirable  overcrowded  rooms. 
The  Council  contemplate  the  erection  of  a further  70  houses 
during  the  ensuing  year. 

The  following  table,  prepared  by  the  Clerk  to  the  Council, 
will  show  the  number  of  applications  received  for  tenancy  of 
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the  Council  Cottages.  It  will  be  seen  that  there  is  still,  even 
after  the  30  cottages  at  Firgrove  Hill  referred  to  above  have 
been  occupied,  an  unsatisfied  demand  for  281  houses  : — 

Analysis  of  Register  of  Application  received  for  Tenancy  of 
Council  Houses,  made  up  to  31st  Dec.,  1925. 


From 

From  applicants 

persons 

occupying 

living  in  rooms. 

houses 

Remarks. 

Locality. 

requiring 
better  accom- 

Total. 

one 

two 

three 

modation  or 
under  notice 

room. 

rooms. 

rooms. 

to  quit. 

Town  Ward. 

Western 

12 

46 

14  | 

32  | 

104 

Eastern 

4 

21 

6 

14 

45 

Southern  ... 

4 

20 

3 

16 

43 

Hale  Ward. 

Hale  

11 

17 

3 

8 

39 

Heath  End  . 

3 

1 

3 

7 

Weybourne  . . 

5 

5 

2 

2 

14 

Badshot 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Outer  Ward. 

Bourne 

6 

12 

3 

14 

35 

Wrecclesham 

1 

4 

3 

3 

11 

Boundstone . . 

1 

6 

2 

4 

1 13 

Rowledge  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  Farnham 

j 44 

134 

! 37 

96 

! 3TF 

Urban  Dis- 

Outside Farn- 

trict  ...  311 

ham  Urban 

Less  houses 

area  

5 

16 

2 

15 

38 

in  course  of 
erection  ...  30 

Unsatisfied 

demand  ...  281 

49 

150 

39 

i in 

349 

Fitness  of  Houses, — The  general  standard  of  Housing  in  the 
District  is  good.  Many  of  the  properties  are,  naturally,  old  and 
badly  planned,  and  far-reaching  improvements  will  be  necessary 
to  bring  them  to  a high  standard  of  fitness.  Most  of  these  old 
premises  are  situated  at  : — 

(1) .  Royal  Oak  Yard  and  Winkworth  Place,  East  Street. 

(2) .  Factory  Yard,  Beavers  Yard,  Brewhouse  Yard,  Mead 

Lane  and  Babbs  Mead,  West  Street. 

(3) .  Park  Place  and  Bear  Lane. 

(4) .  Bridge  Square  and  Red  Lion  Lane. 

(5) .  Lower  Church  Lane. 

(6) .  Abbey  Street. 
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(7) .  Lowndes  Buildings,  Castle  Street. 

(8) .  Hoghatch,  Upper  Hale. 

These  old  cottages  are  constantly  in  need  of  repair. 
During  the  year  14  notices  had  to  be  served  upon  30  tenants, 
requiring  them  to  cleanse  and  keep  in  a cleanly  state  the  in- 
terior of  their  dwellings. 

Bye-Laivs. — The  Council  have  brought  their  bye-laws  relating 
' to  new  streets  and  buildings  entirely  up-to-date,  whilst  the  exist- 
ing bye-laws  relating  to  tents,  vans,  and  sheds  appear  sufficient 
for  the  need  of  the  District.  During  the  ensuing  year  it  is  hoped 
that  further  progress  will  be  made  in  adopting  new  bye-laws  re- 
lating to  “Drainage  of  existing  buildings.’ ’ 

Rat  Week. — During  Rat  Week  a pamphlet  was  prepared 
and  distributed  throughout  the  District,  calling  the  attention  of 
the  public  to  the  importance  of  taking  active  steps  towards  the 
extermination  of  this  pest. 

Smoke  Abatement.— -One  Statutory  Notice  was  served  dur- 
ing the  year  upon  the  Gas  and  Electricity  Company,  calling  upon 
them  to  abate  a smoke  nuisance,  and  an  improvement  has 
been  effected. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

(a)  Milk. — A circular  letter  was  sent  to  all  purveyors  of 
milk,  calling  their  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  habit  and  prac- 
tice of  many  of  their  employees  of  smoking  whilst  delivering  milk 
from  cans  was  an  objectionable  one,  and  should  be  immediately 
stopped.  The  practice  has  now  ceased.  Two  licences  were 
granted  for  the  sale  of  Grade  A.  Milk. 

( b ) Meat. — Regular  and  systematic  inspection  has  been 
made  of  the  various  shops  and  premises  where  food  is  prepared 
and  sold.  Regular  inspections  have  been  made  of  carcases  at 
the  time  of  slaughter  in  the  slaughter-houses.  It  was  found  im- 
possible to  inspect  all  carcases,  especially  pigs,  at  the  actual 
time  of  slaughter.  Many  of  the  animals  were  being  killed  in 
different  parts  of  the  District  at  the  same  time,  and  the  distance 
between  the  slaughtering  places  being  6 or  7 miles.  As  an 
example,  during  Christmas  week  about  110  pigs  were  killed  in 
various  parts  of  the  District,  the  greater  number  by  butchers  in 
slaughter-houses,  but  others  by  cottagers  for  their  own  con- 
sumption. Fortunately  most  of  the  slaughtering  men  can  be 
trusted,  and  the  majority  now  go  thoroughly  through  the  glands 
of  the  carcase  immediately  after  killing,  and  are  the  fiist  to  re- 
port a suspected  animal.  The  giving  of  notice  by  private  per- 
sons for  occasional  slaughter  was  carried  out  in  a satisfactory 
manner  during  the  year.  There  is  no  public  abattoir  in  the 
District,  and  meat  marking  has  not  been  adopted  by  the  Coun- 
cil. The  most  common  disease  found  was  Tuberculosis,  and 
the  pig  appears  to  be  the  animal  most  susceptible  to  the  disease. 
1,268  lbs.  of  unsound  foodstuffs  were  condemned  during  the 
year,  namely  : Pork,  1,141  lbs.;  beef,  46  lbs.;  veal,  64  lbs.; 
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fish,  17  lbs.  All  unsound  condemned  meat  was  removed  to 
Messrs.  Bartrams,  who  destroy  it  and  remit  to  the  unfortunate 
loser  a small  sum. 

Stores,  Shops,  Stalls  and  Vehicles. 

The  Council  feel  that  the  time  has  arrived  for  taking  more 
active  steps  towards  carrying  into  effect  the  conditions  imposed 
upon  the  occupiers  of  meat  selling  shops  for  the  prevention  of 
contamination  of  meat  sold  to  the  public.  A report  is  being 
prepared  on  the  subject,  and  efforts  will  be  made  to  induce  all 
butchers  to  provide  fixed  glass  windows. 

There  are  19  meat  selling  shops  which  come  under  the 
Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulation,  1924.  Of  these,  8 have  fixed 
glass  windows;  9 sliding  glass  windows  (seldom  used);  2 no  glass 
windows. 

The  number  of  private  slaughter-houses  in  use  at  the  dates 
mentioned  are  as  follows  : — 

In  1920.  In  Jan.,  1925.  In  Dec.,  1925. 

Registered  ...  ...  3 3 4 

Licensed  ...  ...  4 4 4 

Bakehouses. — Regular  inspection  has  been  made  of  all  Bake- 
houses in  the  area,  and  all  have  been  limewashed  regularly  by 
the  occupiers  and  kept  in  a cleanly  condition. 

Five  informal  notices  were  served  to  carry  out  minor  im- 
provements, and  were  complied  with. 

Other  Foods . — The  question  of  delivering  loaves  wrapped 
in  paper  was  once  discussed  by  the  Council  during  the  year,  as 
it  appeared  to  them  to  be  as  necessary  to  carry  out  this  excel- 
lent improvement  as  it  was  to  protect  the  meat  from  dust  con- 
tamination. During  the  year  the  factory  of  Messrs.  Edmunds 
and  Richelieu,  in  Bear  Lane,  which  produced  sauces,  pastes,  etc., 
closed  down.  No  case  of  food  poisoning  was  reported  dur- 
ing the  year.  Action  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  is 
in  the  hands  of  the  Surrey  County  Council. 

Petrol  Stores. — Eight  licences  were  issued  during  the  year  for 
the  storage  of  1,280  gallons  of  petroleum  spirit  in  steel  under- 
ground tanks.  The  gradual  disappearance  of  the  can  store  is 
a noticeable  and  satisfactory  feature. 

Disinfection. — In  addition  to  the  usual  disinfection  of  rooms, 
removal  of  bedding,  cleansing  of  walls,  floors  and  ceilings  after 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria,  disinfection  has  been 
carried  out  at  approximately  25  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and 
Cancer.  It  is  evident  that  an  increasing  number  of  persons  now 
wish  to  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  of  having  their 
rooms  and  bedding  fumigated  after  any  infectious  or  contagious 
disease  has  occurred  in  the  house.  Infected  bedding  is  removed 
to  the  steam  disinfector  at  the  Isolation  Hospital. 
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Housing  Statistics. 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  103 

( b ) With  State  Assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  : 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  30 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons,  subsidy  houses  27 

I.  Unfit  dwelling  houses. 

Inspections — (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling 
houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  (under 
Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  470 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  in- 

spected and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (In- 
spection of  District)  Regulations,  1910  ...  250 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 

as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  1 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of 

those  referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub- 
heading) found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  153 

II.  Remedy  defects  without  service  of  Formal 
Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  133 

III.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

a.  Proceedings  under  Section  28  of  the  Housing, 

Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1919. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  re- 
pairs ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  O' 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  : — 

(u)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

( b ) By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  nouses  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  became  operative 
in  pursuance  of  declarations  by  owners 

of  intention  to  close  ...  ...  ...  0 

b.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  de- 
fects to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  20 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  de- 
fects were  remedied  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

( b ) By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 
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c.  Proceedings  under  Sections  17  and  18  of  the 
Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1909. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a 

view  to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  1 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 
the  dwelling  houses  having  been  rendered 

fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  1 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  1 


27th  May,  1926. 


S.  G.  SLOMAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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